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Every shrinkage in the geographical area occupied by the
textile industries has been accompanied by a rise in their
output. And this is true of industry as a whole.

The factors which draw industries to particular districts are
mainly five.

(a)   Proximity to supplies of raw material.   The Yorkshire
woollen industry is established near a wool-producing district;
Lancashire, through the port of Liverpool, can receive supplies
of raw cotton by sea; the iron industries of South Wales and the
Clyde settled near deposits of the raw ore.

(b)  Motive power is another magnet.   In the days of water-
power, factories established themselves on mountain streams.
With the development of steam, they migrated to the coalfields.

(c)  Climatic conditions have a certain influence, though not
a decisive one. The most notable instance is the cotton industry
which found the damp climate suitable for it in Lancashire and
Renfrewshire.1

(d)  Access to markets is another factor.  The presence of a
huge population like that of London inevitably leads to the
foundation of special industries in its neighbourhood, especially
for the production of perishable goods.

(e)   Transport is all-important.   Without proper means of
communication, localization would be impossible. A localized
industry of necessity produces in excess of the needs of its own
district and must be able to send its products far and wide. At
the same time, developments in transport tend to weaken some
of the particular forces making for localization.   There is no
longer the same necessity to settle near supplies of raw material
when they can be brought cheaply and swiftly by rail; and
access to markets ceases to be of the same importance when
processes of preservation and refrigeration enable perishable
goods to be sent thousands of miles.

Two further points about localization are worth noting.
(a) An industry may remain localized in a district even though
the original circumstance which attracted it there has dis-

1 The necessary humidity can now be produced artificially by a mechanical
humidifier*